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his children's marriage: that it may result in the birth of sons;
and the very simplicity of this desire is often very beautiful
and sacramental.
The bridegroom on his part must also be free from bodily
defects, disease, and vices: even his nails should be perfect
Neither should the bridegroom have an unmarried elder
brother, or the bride an elder unmarried sister, at the time of
the marriage.
As is well known, it would not be according to Indian
etiquette for the bridegroom to propose to the bride directly*
(So ingrained is this in the Indian mind that even amongst
Indian Christians it is not yet practicable. There must be
some go-between ; and there is not one of the infinitely varied
and amusing parts that a missionary is called on to play that the
present writer has found more difficult to perform fairly and
impartially than that of proposing to some charming orphaned
girl on behalf of some very unprepossessing bridegroom*)
After all possible inquiries have been satisfied, the request
for the bride is made by the bridegroom's father, and the
acceptance of the proposal and subsequent promise to give the
girl in marriage is known as V$fJ8fta9 'gift by word of
mouth'5 and is conditional on neither party having any
physical defects, Otherwise this exchange of promises is
looked on as binding, and, as a matter of fact, an engagement
is very rarely broken. If, however, an Audlfia Brahman should
wish to break off the match, the penalty seems very extra-
ordinary to anyone recalling the procedure in an English case
of breach of promise of marriage. For, in the first place, if
it is the bridegroom who wishes to be free, no fine at all is
inflicted; and if it is the bride's father who breaks off the
engagement, he too is not liable; but the parents of the new
boy to whom the girl may subsequently be betrothed will be
the people to pay up. If the girl's father is prudent, however,
he will.consult the caste, and if his motives are approved by
them, all will be welL The reason why the fresh candidate'*
parents have to suffer is that, when a betrothal is broken, the